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AN ACT

To repeal section 452.410, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
modification of child custody.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 452.410, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 452.410, to read as follows:

452.410. 1. Except asprovided in subsection 2 of thissection, the court shall not modify
aprior custody decree unless it has jurisdiction under the provisions of section 452.450 and it
finds, upon the basis of facts that have arisen since the prior decree or that were unknown to the
court at the time of the prior decree, that a substantial and continuing change has occurred in
the circumstances of the child or [his] the child's custodian and that the modification is
necessary to serve the best interests of the child. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section or sections 452.375 and 452.400, any custody order entered by any court in this state or
any other stateprior to August 13, 1984, may, subject to jurisdictional requirements, bemodified
to allow for joint custody in accordance with section 452.375, without any further showing.

2. If ether parent files a motion to modify an award of joint legal custody or joint
physical custody, each party shall be entitled to achange of judge as provided by supreme court
rule.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thishill isnot enacted and isintended
to be omitted in the law.



